Under the proposals now before Parliament the genus club doctor is to be enlarged to a national magnitude without any hope that its natural defects will cease to exist. When the greater part of forty millions of people receive their medical treatment free through Friendly Societies, the individual interest of the doctor in his patient will cease; the patient will be deprived of the privilege of choosing his own doctor, and the present position of the physician as the friend and confidant of the family will no longer obtain. That wholesome competition which develops individuality, and makes for progress in medicine as in all walks of life, must of necessity cease with the nationalisation of the physician, and there will be the risk of scientific progress in medicine suffering from the inevitable lack of emulation and personal ambition. And not merely will the practice of medicine be nationalised, and, as we submit, emasculated, but the saving grace of individualism in the patient will be eliminated.
He becomes a mere ticket-holder; the relation between doctor and patient is no longer a personal one.
Moreover, one of the strongest incentives to clean and healthy living is dread of the material loss incident to illness.
With that dread removed, the tendency, especially among the ignorant classes, will be towards a less careful method of living, a tendency that cannot be conducive to national health. Indeed, it is more than likely that the working of the scheme will result in a material increase of minor ailments among the community.
With these reflections most medical men will be inclined to agree, though we think that our contemporary makes too much of the final argument.
